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Fishermen Commit to Responsible Fishing Practices 

 
PUNTARENAS, COSTA RICA (14 November 2007) The Fourth International Fishers Forum, 
concluded today, was held from 12-14 November in Puntarenas, Costa Rica.  The conference co-
hosts were the Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura (Costa Rica Fisheries and Aquaculture Institute) 
and Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council.   
 
The international meeting of 250 fishermen, management authorities, seafood retail industry representatives, 
fishing technology experts, marine ecologists and fisheries scientists facilitated the sharing of information and 
experiences on sustainable fishery practices and approaches to minimize problematic interactions with sea turtles, 
seabirds, sharks and cetaceans in longline and gillnet fisheries.   
 
Three previous International Fishers Forums were held in New Zealand, Hawaii and Japan over the past seven 
years.  The Fishers Forum series, hosted by the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council, has 
brought longline and now also gillnet fishers together to create synergies to improve the sustainability of their 
fisheries.   
 
Kitty Simonds, Executive Director of the Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council, said, “It has 
been extremely exciting working with positive-minded people who believe in the capacity of humanity and can 
envision a future where we can have fish forever.  Over the years, the IFF community has proven its commitment 
to responsible fishing in the Pacific and around the globe. We are expanding and growing. We are making a 
difference. It is truly heartening to welcome fishermen from Central and South America joining us in this 
endeavor.” 
 
Mr. Carlos Villalobos, Executive Director of the Costa Rica Fisheries and Aquaculture Institute, summarized, 
“The Forum has been successful in facilitating the active exchange of wide-ranging perspectives and 
approaches for responsible longline and gillnet fisheries, including minimizing sea turtle, seabird, and marine 
mammal incidental catch and ensuring that sharks and their relatives receive needed protection. Most 
importantly, the Forum has identified gaps where priority international attention is warranted and 
created new industry-to-industry collaborations to continue our progress in resolving fisheries 
bycatch problems.”  Mr. Villalobos continued, “A key outcome was the decision by Central American 
government representatives and regional non-governmental organizations to join efforts to exchange legal, fishing 
and scientific information about fisheries for highly migratory and trans-regional fishery resources. Both the Inter-
American Tropical Tuna Commission and the Central American Aquaculture and Fishing Sector Organization 
expressed their will to support this initiative.” 
 
“During the past three days the Forum participants have taken an honest look at the state of our artisanal and 
industrial fisheries, exchanged ideas on how to improve them and committed to concrete follow-up actions,“ 
explained Ms. Simonds. Ms. Simonds further explained, “The Forum included a focus on management and 
sustainability issues faced by Latin American artisanal fishermen.  A key outcome was the decision by artisanal 
fishermen to establish a new international fishery association to provide improved regional collaboration and 
coordination of Central and South America artisanal fishermen, including the adoption of a Code of Conduct for 
responsible longline fisheries.”    
 
Mr. Villalobos explained, “The Forum participants adopted the Puntarenas Declaration, to express 
their agreement and support for the implementation of twelve specific actions to improve the 
sustainability of artisanal and industrial fisheries, including to address issues related to bycatch, 
allocation, fishing capacity, ecosystem-based approaches to fisheries management, illegal fishing 
and compliance.” 
 
For More Information Please Contact  
Carlos Villalobos, Instituto Costarricense de Pesca y Acuicultura, Tel: 506 248-1196, E-mail: cvillas@racsa.co.cr  
Paul Dalzell, Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council, Tel: +1 808 522 8220, E-mail:  
Paul.Dalzell@noaa.gov 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 
IFF4 Mission and Objectives 

 
Draft 11 June 2007 
 
Mission 
 
The Mission of the Fourth International Fishers Forum is to convene an international meeting of 
fishermen; management authorities; seafood retailer industry; experts in fishing technology, marine 
ecology and fisheries science; and other interested parties to facilitate the sharing of information and 
experiences on: (i) sustainable fishery practices; and (ii) approaches to minimize problematic 
interactions with sea turtles, seabirds, sharks and cetaceans in pelagic and demersal longline fisheries.  
 
 
Objectives 
 
The Forum will pursue the following objectives to achieve its Mission: 
 

• Review  
o Commitments and progress since the Third International Fishers Forum; 
o Status of Latin American and global longline fisheries; 
o Inter-governmental organization initiatives to achieve sustainable and 

environmentally responsible longline fisheries; and 
o Knowledge for reducing seabird and sea turtle bycatch, unwanted shark bycatch, and 

shark and cetacean depredation in pelagic and demersal longline gear. 
 

• Share 
o Experiences on effective and ineffective approaches to reduce fisheries bycatch and 

depredation; 
o Progress and actions to address IUU fishing and initiate and expand observer 

programs; 
o Anticipated effects of climate change outcomes on pelagic ecosystems and pelagic 

fisheries; and 
o Industry initiatives and market perspectives to promote sustainable fisheries. 
 

• Identify  
o Effective and collaborative approaches to reduce problematic seabird, sea turtle, shark 

and cetacean interactions in longline fisheries; 
o Constructive roles for fishers, inter-governmental organizations (including Regional 

Fishery Management Organizations and other Regional Fishery Bodies), and 
environmental non-governmental organizations to reduce fisheries bycatch and 
depredation, and manage tuna, billfish, mahi-mahi, shark and other pelagic target 
species; and 

o Actions by artisanal and industrial longline industries to achieve sustainable and 
environmentally responsible fisheries. 
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PUNTARENAS DECLARATION 
 

Agreed at the Fourth International Fishers Forum 
November 12-14, 2007, Puntarenas, Costa Rica 

 
Recalling that, over the past seven years, the International Fishers Forum (IFF) series has 
brought together large and diverse groups of fishermen and other interested persons who 
are united in the belief that conserving our fisheries and protecting our ocean environment 
are not mutually exclusive goals; 
 
Recalling that the First International Fishers Forum held in New Zealand in the year 2000 
focused on mitigating interactions between pelagic longline fisheries and seabirds, and that 
participants acknowledged that an integrated "bottom-up," fishery-specific, and area-
specific approach was required and that progress would be determined by individual 
fishermen’s own contribution within their own fisheries, regions or organizations; 
 
Further recalling that at the Second International Fishers Forum, convened in Hawaii in 2002, 
the theme was expanded to include interactions between pelagic longline fisheries and sea 
turtles, and that a resulting Forum Resolution was agreed to which contained actions to 
promote involvement in the IFF initiatives by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the Convention on Migratory Species, relevant regional fisheries 
management organizations (RFMOs) and national agencies; 
 
Further recalling that, at the Third International Fishers Forum which was held in 2005 in Japan 
jointly with the International Tuna Fishers Conference on Responsible Fisheries, the theme was 
expanded to include interactions of demersal longline fisheries with sharks as well as other 
non-target species, and to address marketing issues such as eco-labeling, and to consider 
the potential benefits of changes in fishing gear and techniques, resulting in the adoption of 
the 12-point Yokohama Declaration; 
 
Having actively exchanged wide-ranging perspectives and approaches at the Fourth 
International Fishers Forum in Puntarenas, Costa Rica, November 12-15, to promote 
responsible pelagic and demersal longline fisheries and gillnet fisheries, and to minimize sea 
turtle, seabird, and marine mammal incidental catch; 
 
Recognizing that additional information has been developed since IFF3 and presented at 
IFF4 that further demonstrates the need for and availability of measures to ensure 
maintenance of a healthy marine ecosystem that is necessary to support healthy fisheries; 
 
Reiterating that continued increases in fishing capacity in the Pacific may be preventing the 
adoption of effective fishery control and management programs and that control of fishing 
capacity is critical to ensure economic health of all the fisheries that depend on the tuna 
and tuna-like species of the Pacific;  
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Noting that many members of RFMOs profess to support capacity management controls and 
the need to prevent increases in fishery capacity but do not demonstrate the political will to 
actually prevent capacity growth in fisheries for tuna and tuna-like species, especially with 
respect to large-scale purse seine fishing with fish aggregating devices that are known to 
have very large catches of juvenile yellowfin and bigeye tuna with consequent risk to the 
health of the stocks;  
 
Noting further that, while the problem of illegal fishing (i.e., without requisite permits or 
licenses) may be diminished, there continue to be serious problems with unreported and 
unregulated fishing which RFMOs and governments must resolve to ensure full consideration 
of the impacts of all fishing on the stocks of concern; 
 
Considering that fair and equitable allocation schemes have not been developed by RFMOs 
and implemented by parties and cooperating non-parties that achieve fair sharing of 
available resources and protection of the interests of communities and small-scale fisheries 
with limited alternatives, and that all fishers must be provided information and opportunities 
to be part of the process when allocations are made; 
 
Acknowledging that the concerns about the status of sea turtles and certain species of 
seabirds and about the possible negative effects of fishing on these populations are 
legitimate and warrant further consideration of measures to prevent or mitigate interactions 
with such species as well as measures to ensure that sensitive other species (such as some 
species of elasmobranchs) receive needed protection;   
 
Recognizing that some species of sharks are especially vulnerable and are taken in 
substantial numbers by some fisheries such that their viability may be at risk, and that there is 
likely no ability to sustain the stocks by culture, and that there are inadequate data 
collection programs to ensure full records on the take and disposition of sharks caught 
incidentally in fisheries for tuna, swordfish and other species; 
 
Agreeing that artisanal fisheries are important to the economy and culture of many 
communities but that artisanal fisheries also can have substantial impacts on both target 
stocks and related species of interest to fishers and societies of the Pacific;  
 
Recognizing that RFMOs can make substantial contributions to the monitoring, assessment 
and management of artisanal fisheries, including documentation of catch, effort and 
bycatch, with the caveat that management of artisanal fisheries must be carried out in 
coordination with but not dominated by RFMOs, as monitoring and management of artisanal 
fisheries should be carried out at the local level to the extent practicable;  
 
Emphasizing that measures and programs to prevent adverse impacts of bycatch and takes 
of sensitive species will be much more likely to be acceptable to and supported by fishers 
when they assure that the fishers will be no worse off while protection is provided to those 
sensitive species, and that measures must recognize and be tailored to the specific 
characteristics of the fishery involved;  
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