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“THERE WOULD

HAVE BEEN NO
SUPPORT WITHOUT
DEMONSTRATIONS”
Olaia Fernandez Davila,
Nationalist Deputy in Congress

The BNG does not agree and we
believe that it is out of place to link
UE grants for easing the effects of
increasing fuel prices to scrapping
ships. This would be to take
advantage of a crisis situation within
the sector in order to eliminate it or
reduce it to almost nothing. In the
case of Galician fisheries, it never
rains but it pours as the Galician
fleet has already been subject to
several reconversions. Obviously
and besides this criticism, there

are other measures that could be

“IT IS GOOD THAT
EUROPE SHOWS ITSELF
TO BE SENSITIVE”

J.M. Fernandez Alvarifio.
President of the CEP

Apart from making an in-depth
analysis of the solutions, we initially
welcome the measures taken
although they may seem more or
less adequate. | am not going to
enter into quantifications. Basically

| would like to show my gratitude
for the first steps and the gesture

of sensitivity of the EU towards this
sector. This shows that there is some
concern for the Galician fisheries
sector, which is not well received

in Europe and in which we are
pioneers and leaders. | believe that it
is positive that Europe is beginning

“Sin

movilizacion
no habria .o :

i Olaia Fernandez Davila.

ayu das Diputada del BNG en el Congreso

I BNG no estd de acuerdo y nos parece fuera de lugar vincular

las ayudas de la UE para paliar el alza de precios del combustible

al desguace de barcos. Seria aprovechar una situacion de crisis
del sector para eliminarlo o reducirlo a la minima expresion. En el caso
de la pesca gallega seria muy grave porque llueve sobre mojado. La flota
gallega ya fue objeto de varias reconversiones. Evidentemente la parte
de esta critica hay otras medidas que pueden ser de interés para el sector
dada la gravedad de la situacién. En cuanto a los efectos colaterales de
las movilizaciones creo que han servido para dar a conocer a la opinion
publica la situacion de la pesca y fundamentales para que el Gobierno
central se moviera y para lograr acuerdos entre distintos Estados que
comparten el mismo problema, y para que finalmente la UE tuviera que
acordar medidas. En conclusion, si bien la actuacién de la Administra-
cion espafiola y los acuerdos de la UE no son del todo satisfactorios para
el sector porque la crisis pervive, lo cierto es que no se habrian alcanza-
do esos acuerdos si el sector no se hubiera movilizado como se movilizo,
y asi lo evidencia el hecho de que no se hayan adoptado antes.l,

“Es bueno
que Europa
empiece a
mostrarse
sensible”

J.M. Fernandez Alvariio.
presidente de la CEP

la espera de hacer un andlisis mds profundo de las soluciones, en

principio aplaudimos las medidas adoptadas con independencia de

que nos puedan parecer mejores o peores. No voy a entrar en cuan-
tificaciones. En principio quiero agradecer el primer impulso y el gesto de
sensibilidad de la UE con este sector. Ello demuestra que existe cierta preocu-
pacion hacia el sector pesquero gallego, que en Europa no estd muy bien visto
y en el que somos pioneros y lideres. Creo que es bueno que Europa empiece a
admitir, o incluso que empiece a mostrarse sensible hacia la situacion de un
sector que en estos momentos se encuentra en situacion vulnerable. La pesca
estd siempre en convulsion, nuestros barcos estdn en todas partes y cada vez
las naciones son mds celosas de sus mares, de sus plataformas. Es un sector
controvertido, inestable y en continuo movimiento, con mucha inversiones
por parte de los armadores en investigacion y desarrollo. Han logrado cierta
concienciacién en una Europa para la que la extraccién y el consumo de
pescado no son un tema de vital importancia. Muchas veces las Administra-
ciones no tienen sensibilidad y como en este caso es preciso movilizarse para
que la sensibilidad latente en las Administraciones aflore.
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of interest to the sector given the
seriousness of the situation. With
regard to the collateral effects of
the demonstrations, | believe that
they showed public opinion the
situation the fisheries sector is going
through and were fundamental in
moving central government to reach
agreements with other States sharing
the same problem and that finally
the EU had to agree to measures.
Summing up, although the measures
of the Spanish Administration and
the agreements with the UE are

not ideal for the sector, as the

crisis continues, it is true that

these agreements would not have
been reached if the sector had not
demonstrated as it did and this can
be seen by the fact that they were
not adopted earlier.

to admit, or indeed to show, some
sensitivity towards a situation
within a sector which is currently
in a very vulnerable position.
Fishing is always in an upheaval,
our vessels are everywhere and
nations are ever more protective of
their seas and their fishing banks.
This is a controversial, unstable and
ever changing sector with heavy
investments by fishing companies
in research and development. They
have achieved a certain degree of
awareness in a Europe where the
extraction and consumption of fish
is not a matter of vital importance.
Time again the Administrations
have shown little concern and as
on this occasion it was necessary
to demonstrate so that their latent
sensitivity can come to the surface.




