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SECTOR
PENINSULAR CENTER

NATURETRAIL
LAS VILLUERCAS

The trail, more than 70 kilometres long, is divided into six
stages, 5 of them between the Logrosdn and Santa Quiteria
stations and a fork to Guadalupe:

STAGE 1: LOGROSAN TO CANAMERO

1. _The route starts at the abandoned station of Logrosan,
town that has been closely linked to mining since ancient
times. This stage runs along gravel roads also used by ve-
hicles, through vegetable gardens, olive groves and holm
oak meadows. The route crosses over the EX-102 road via
a walkway in order to follow down.the road towards the
shrine of Santa Ana. This section ends after a steep climb,
after traversing the town of Cafiamero, leaving the town
hall and the church of Santo Domingo de Guzman behind.

STAGE 2: CANAMERO TO COLLADO DE GAITANEJOS

2. Before starting the descent towards the Pimpollar
mountain range, there are several forks that allow
the traveller to access different places where the rich
historical heritage of the town of Cafiamero can be dis-
covered, from the remains of the Arab fortress Alchanat
to the rock art in Risco de las Osas.

3. After admiring Las Villuercas gorge, the trail goes down
towards the Ruecas river, and, once it has been crossed, the
traveller will climb up until Collado de Martin de Blasco, lea-
ving the shrine of Nuestra Sefiora de Belén behind. From
the rest area of Balcon de Puertollano, impressive viewpoint
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of the mountain range, the trail descends amongst refo-
restation pines first, and pastures and holm oak meadows
further on, towards the rest area of Collado de Gaitanejos.

STAGE 3: COLLADO DE GAITANEJOS TO
GUADALUPE

4. From the rest area, the trail starts a gentle but con-
tinuous climb among holm and cork oak meadows.
Before heading down the Guadalupejo river valley, olive
groves begin to dot the landscape, and in the distance,
the town of Guadalupe appears with its impressive via-
duct. The route descends to the roundabout where the
roads EX-380 and EX-102 meet; after crossing them, the
trail continues up along the river first (passing under
the aforementioned viaduct) and among vegetable gar-
dens and olive groves after, until it reaches the town of
Guadalupe, a town that houses a monastery that was
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

STAGE 4: COLLADO DE GAITANEJOSTO ALIA

5. The trail heads towards Alfa from the rest area through
a landscape dominated by pastures and holm oak mea-
dows dotted with rockrose and broom patches. It crosses
the Guadalupejo river (a side-track can be taken to the
Route of the Mills here) and heads to Alia, a town of Arab
origin, evidenced by the typical Moorish architecture
of its streets and buildings, such as the church of Santa
Catalina.

== Shrine of Nuestra Sefora de Belén

STAGE 5: ALIATO PUERTO DE SAN VICENTE

6. This stage of the nature trail starts at Alia and conti-
nues among holm oak meadows until it meets the EX
-102 road. Starting from this point, the itinerary runs
parallel to the road along an area with beautiful views
until it reaches the Guadarranque river.

7. After a rest area, the trail crosses the river via a wooden
walkway, leaving aside a fork towards the protected na-
ture area of Lorera de la Trucha. Without staying too far
from the EX-102 road, the trail begins a steady climb until
it crosses the road. After a steep descent, the route starts
another challenging climb up Sierra de Altamira until it rea-
ches Puerto de San Vicente. The trail crosses the road again
once it reaches the province of Toledo via a metal walkway
before this stage finds its end at a rest area within the town.

STAGE 6: PUERTO DE SAN VICENTE TO SANTA
QUITERIA STATION

8. Barely venturing into the town of Puerto de San Vicente,
the trail starts along a paved road (shared by motor ve-
hicles) from which several dirt roads branch off. The
trail continues on a slightly uneven landscape domi-
nated by oak meadows and thickets, until it reaches a
side-track that leaves the railway platform on one side.
From this point, the traveller will follow a dirt road lea-
ding to the endpoint of this stage and of the nature trail,
next to the Santa Quiteria station.

> Viewpoint El Cielo de Altamira.




MIDE

Harness of natural environment 2 A A Upward gradient 1305 m
Guidance along the route 1 A Downward gradient 1070 m
Route difficulty 2 F == ROUTELENGHT* 60,2 km
Amount of effort needed s e | &G ver 155h
* Branch included
< town O point of interest ** 5 stages of different duration
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