
SEC
TO

R
P

EN
IN

SU
LA

R
 C

EN
TER

Si
nc

e 
19

93
 t

he
 M

in
is

tr
y 

fo
r 

Ag
ric

ul
tu

re
 a

nd
 F

is
he

rie
s, 

Fo
od

 
an

d 
th

e 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

t’s
 N

at
ur

e 
Tr

ai
ls

 P
ro

gr
am

 a
im

s t
o 

re
st

or
e 

fo
rm

er
 t

ra
ns

po
rt

 in
fra

st
ru

ct
ur

es
 s

uc
h 

as
 r

ai
lw

ay
 t

ra
ck

s, 
ca

tt
-

le
 tr

ai
ls

 a
nd

 tr
ad

iti
on

al
 ro

ut
es

, f
or

 p
ub

lic
 u

se
 a

nd
 e

nj
oy

m
en

t.

Th
es

e 
ro

ut
es

 ta
ke

 u
s 

to
 th

e 
co

un
tr

ys
id

e 
to

 d
is

co
ve

r t
he

 b
io

-
di

ve
rs

ity
 a

nd
 b

ea
ut

y 
of

 o
ur

 p
re

ci
ou

s 
na

tu
ra

l h
er

ita
ge

, a
nd

 
di

sc
ov

er
 t

he
 v

ill
ag

es
, s

ig
ht

s, 
tr

ad
iti

on
s 

an
d 

pe
op

le
 t

ha
t 

ar
e 

pa
rt

 o
f t

he
 u

ni
qu

e 
cu

ltu
ra

l l
an

ds
ca

pe
 o

f o
ur

 c
ou

nt
ry

.

W
e 

in
vi

te
 y

ou
 to

 v
is

it 
th

em
 a

nd
 o

ffe
r y

ou
 th

e 
ke

ys
 to

 e
nj

oy
 

th
e 

tr
ip

. I
n 

th
is

 b
ro

ch
ur

e 
yo

u 
w

ill
 fi

nd
 a

 b
rie

f d
es

cr
ip

tio
n 

of
 

Vi
lla

ca
ña

s 
to

 Q
ui

nt
an

ar
 d

e 
la

 O
rd

en
 G

re
en

w
ay

 (o
r T

re
ni

llo
)

N
at

ur
e 

Tr
ai

l a
nd

 th
e 

m
ap

 fo
r t

he
 jo

ur
ne

y, 
al

on
g 

w
ith

 re
co

m
-

m
en

da
tio

ns
 t

o 
m

ak
e 

th
e 

m
os

t 
of

 t
hi

s 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e.

 W
e 

on
ly

 
as

k 
on

e 
th

in
g 

of
 y

ou
: d

o 
no

t 
fo

rg
et

 t
o 

le
av

e 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

 a
s 

yo
u 

fo
un

d 
it.

 T
he

 c
on

se
rv

at
io

n 
of

 t
he

se
 p

at
hw

ay
s 

is
 a

ls
o 

yo
ur

 re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y. 
N

AT
U

RE
 T

RA
IL

V
IL

LA
C

A
Ñ

A
S 

TO
 

Q
U

IN
TA

N
A

R
 D

E 
LA

 
O

R
D

EN
 G

R
EE

N
W

A
Y

In
 t

he
 h

ea
rt

 o
f 

La
 M

an
ch

a,
 i

n 
th

e 
pr

ov
in

ce
 o

f 
To

le
do

, 
a 

ra
ilw

ay
 w

as
 b

ui
lt 

in
 t

he
 e

ar
ly

 2
0t

h 
ce

nt
ur

y 
co

nn
ec

tin
g 

Vi
lla

ca
ña

s 
an

d 
Q

ui
nt

an
ar

 d
e 

la
 O

rd
en

, 
pa

ss
in

g 
th

ro
ug

h 
Vi

lla
 d

e 
D

on
 F

ad
riq

ue
 y

 P
ue

bl
a 

de
 A

lm
or

ad
ie

l. 
Th

e 
ar

riv
al

 
of

 th
is

 tr
ai

n,
 p

op
ul

ar
ly

 k
no

w
n 

as
 th

e 
“T

re
ni

llo
,” 

sa
w

 th
e 

gr
a-

du
al

 a
ba

nd
on

m
en

t o
f s

ca
rc

el
y-

pr
ofi

ta
bl

e 
ce

re
al

 c
ro

ps
 in

 th
e 

ar
ea

, o
pe

ni
ng

 th
e 

w
ay

 fo
r w

in
e 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
w

hi
ch

 c
on

tin
ue

s 
to

 p
ro

sp
er

 t
od

ay
 a

nd
 w

hi
ch

 h
as

 c
on

tr
ib

ut
ed

 g
re

at
ly

 t
o 

th
e 

so
ci

o-
ec

on
om

ic
 g

ro
w

th
 o

f 
th

e 
ar

ea
. A

lth
ou

gh
 t

he
 r

ai
lw

ay
 

lin
e 

is
 m

uc
h 

lo
ng

er
, a

t t
hi

s 
m

om
en

t a
 s

tr
et

ch
 to

ta
lli

ng
 2

6 
ki

-
lo

m
et

re
s 

ha
s 

be
en

 c
on

ve
rt

ed
 in

to
 a

 n
at

ur
e 

tr
ai

l.
TE

LE
P

H
O

N
ES

 O
F 

IN
TE

R
ES

T:

•	
C
it
y	
C
ou
nc
il	
of
	V
ill
ac
añ
as
:		
	

			
				
			
00

34
	9
25
	5
6	
03
	4
2

NIPO:   DL: 

V
il

la
ca

ña
s 

to
 Q

ui
nt

an
ar

 d
e 

la
 O

rd
en

    
 

[T
ol

ed
o]

 

W
ET

LA
N

D
S 

B
ET

W
EE

N
 V

IN
EY

A
R

D
S 

A
N

D
 O

LI
V

E 
TR

EE
S

1. 
The trail begins on the eastern side of Villacañas, clo-
se to the m

unicipality’s train station, w
here there is 

an inform
ation panel show

ing the route and the m
ain 

features on the route of this nature trail, w
hich runs 

parallel to the C
M

-410, connecting this area w
ith the 

m
unicipality of Q

uintanar.

2. 
C

rossing the C
M

-3001 bypass, heading east, there are a 
num

ber of industrial units that m
ark the end of the tow

n. 
The trail crosses the Q

uijote Route w
hich runs to the 

Laguna Larga and form
s part of the M

ancha H
úm

eda 
Special Protection A

rea (SPA
) for Birds. Returning to the 

trail, the landscape is typical of La M
ancha, w

ith end-
less flatlands dotted w

ith olive trees and vineyards to 
accom

pany the traveller along their w
ay.

3. 
A

fter crossing the Riansares River, there is a path that 
leads to one of the m

any herm
itages of La M

ancha: the 
H

erm
itage of San G

regario, a fine exam
ple of the reli-

gious passion of local inhabitants.

4
. 

A
s it crosses road C

M
-3005, the trail leads us to Villa de 

D
on Fadrique, crow

ned by the chim
neys of its old dis-

tilleries and w
here w

e can either take a w
alk through 

the tow
n centre or enjoy the landscape and fauna of 

the Laguna del Rey, north of the tow
n itself and listed 

am
ong the natural spaces that com

prise the “M
ancha 

H
úm

eda” SPA
.

5. 
Returning once again to the trail, the route continues 
through vineyards and gradually past m

ore and m
ore 

houses. Shortly before reaching Puebla de A
lm

oradiel, a 
shrine to San Isidro stands out, built alongside the brid-
ge of the River C

igüela popularly know
n as the “Tahierro” 

bridge.

6. Reaching the tow
n of Puebla de A

lm
oradiel, the visi-

tor can take advantage of the opportunity to visit the 
C

hurch of San Juan Bautista or the ruins of the old w
a-

ter m
ill used to m

ill flour.

7. 
Leaving Puebla de A

lm
oradiel behind, the trail enters 

its last section w
hich leads straight to Q

uintanar de La 
O

rden, the final point of the N
ature Trail.

 
H

ow
ever, the route is not truly com

plete w
ithout a visit 

to the nearby village of Santiago de la Espada to enjoy 
the various tourist attractions it has to offer.
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Silos are traditional underground houses com
m

on in 
Villacañas since the 18th century. Som

e are still in use 
today.

They are houses built into the earth, w
hose façades 

and interiors w
ere w

ashed w
ith lim

e to provide the 
m

ost natural light. The inner room
s are fitted w

ith 
“skylights” that serve to ventilate the house.

A
s the houses are underground, the tem

perature  re-
m

ains constant, providing their residents w
ith som

e 

respite from
 the rigours of w

inter and the suffocating 
heat of sum

m
er.

At the Silo Ethnological M
useum

 in Villacañas, you 
can visit these underground houses, unique in Europe 
as they are dug into flat land.
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N
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A

The Laguna Larga, along w
ith the nearby lagoons of Ti-

rez and Peña H
ueca, and the sm

aller Laguna G
ram

osa 
and Laguna de los Santos, com

plem
ent the M

ancha 
H

úm
eda Special Protection A

rea for Birds, w
hich w

as 
declared a U

N
ESCO

 Biosphere Reserve in 1981. 

It is an obligatory stop to see such endangered spe-
cies as the gull-billed tern, w

hich chooses to spend 
the sum

m
er at this lagoon, as w

ell as other striking 
and rare species such as the flam

ingo or the w
hite-

headed duck.
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