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1.	
The trail begins on the eastern side of Villacañas, clo-
se to the m

unicipality’s train station, w
here there is 

an inform
ation panel show

ing the route and the m
ain 

features on the route of this nature trail, w
hich runs 

parallel to the C
M

-410, connecting this area w
ith the 

m
unicipality of Q

uintanar.

2.	
C

rossing the C
M

-3001 bypass, heading east, there are a 
num

ber of industrial units that m
ark the end of the tow

n. 
The trail crosses the Q

uijote Route w
hich runs to the 

Laguna Larga and form
s part of the M

ancha H
úm

eda 
Special Protection A

rea (SPA
) for Birds. Returning to the 

trail, the landscape is typical of La M
ancha, w

ith end-
less flatlands dotted w

ith olive trees and vineyards to 
accom

pany the traveller along their w
ay.

3.	
A

fter crossing the Riansares River, there is a path that 
leads to one of the m

any herm
itages of La M

ancha: the 
H

erm
itage of San G

regario, a fine exam
ple of the reli-

gious passion of local inhabitants.

4
.	

A
s it crosses road C

M
-3005, the trail leads us to Villa de 

D
on Fadrique, crow

ned by the chim
neys of its old dis-

tilleries and w
here w

e can either take a w
alk through 

the tow
n centre or enjoy the landscape and fauna of 

the Laguna del Rey, north of the tow
n itself and listed 

am
ong the natural spaces that com

prise the “M
ancha 

H
úm

eda” SPA
.

5.	
Returning once again to the trail, the route continues 
through vineyards and gradually past m

ore and m
ore 

houses. Shortly before reaching Puebla de A
lm

oradiel, a 
shrine to San Isidro stands out, built alongside the brid-
ge of the River C

igüela popularly know
n as the “Tahierro” 

bridge.

6.	Reaching the tow
n of Puebla de A

lm
oradiel, the visi-

tor can take advantage of the opportunity to visit the 
C

hurch of San Juan Bautista or the ruins of the old w
a-

ter m
ill used to m

ill flour.

7.	
Leaving Puebla de A

lm
oradiel behind, the trail enters 

its last section w
hich leads straight to Q

uintanar de La 
O

rden, the final point of the N
ature Trail.

	
H

ow
ever, the route is not truly com

plete w
ithout a visit 

to the nearby village of Santiago de la Espada to enjoy 
the various tourist attractions it has to offer.
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V
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V
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Silos are traditional underground houses com
m

on in 
Villacañas since the 18th century. Som

e are still in use 
today.

They are houses built into the earth, w
hose façades 

and interiors w
ere w

ashed w
ith lim

e to provide the 
m

ost natural light. The inner room
s are fitted w

ith 
“skylights” that serve to ventilate the house.

A
s the houses are underground, the tem

perature  re-
m

ains constant, providing their residents w
ith som

e 

respite from
 the rigours of w

inter and the suffocating 
heat of sum

m
er.

At the Silo Ethnological M
useum

 in Villacañas, you 
can visit these underground houses, unique in Europe 
as they are dug into flat land.

LA
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A
N

C
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Ú
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A

The Laguna Larga, along w
ith the nearby lagoons of Ti-

rez and Peña H
ueca, and the sm

aller Laguna G
ram

osa 
and Laguna de los Santos, com

plem
ent the M

ancha 
H

úm
eda Special Protection A

rea for Birds, w
hich w

as 
declared a U

N
ESCO

 Biosphere Reserve in 1981. 

It is an obligatory stop to see such endangered spe-
cies as the gull-billed tern, w

hich chooses to spend 
the sum

m
er at this lagoon, as w

ell as other striking 
and rare species such as the flam

ingo or the w
hite-

headed duck.
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