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1. 
This route departs from

 the tow
n of G

aldam
es, going 

past the industrial estate of “La A
ceña”, at the old sta-

tion next to the Villegas tunnel. In its first stretch, the 
route runs am

ong oaks, hazels and w
illow

s through a 
gravel track, w

hich crosses the M
alpeña tunnel after 

700 m
etres and continues tow

ards a eucalyptus area 
near a house.

2. 
The path continues along this track for a few

 m
ore m

e-
tres until it reaches som

e houses, w
here there is an 

intersection w
ith route G

R-281. A
fter turning right, the 

route joins the paved road and follow
s it by turning 

right again, then reaching a new
 intersection.

3. 
The route continues straight on, going back to the gra-
vel track am

ong pines, oaks, hazels and w
illow

s, leaving 
a large eucalyptus forest to the right. It follow

s this 
sam

e track for over a kilom
etre until it reaches a forest 

trail, w
here it goes back to the gravel path again.

4
. 

A
fter travelling a couple of kilom

etres am
ong pines and 

eucalypti, and a few
 m

etres before the path becom
es a 

concrete road, a sm
all drinking fountain is found to the 

right, from
 w

here the route continues until reaching 
the paved road tow

ards M
uskiz.

5. 
A

fter going past a grill house and continuing straight 
under eucalypti, the path crosses the road through a pa-
ved track and, after one kilom

etre, it reaches the Sobaco 
tunnel, in w

hose exit there is a drinking fountain. O
nce 

this point has been passed, the route continues along 

the red-painted hard shoulder of the road leading to the 
valley.

6. The route continues eastbound and goes through a 
clearing from

 w
here the traveller can see the sea and 

Som
orrostro refinery. The route, indicated in red until 

the end of the nature trail, reaches a recreational area 
am

ong black locusts and pines, crosses another tunnel 
and continues tow

ards the m
ain road, w

here it goes on 
through the hard shoulder. 

7. 
A

fter reaching the tow
n of G

allarta and going am
ong its 

buildings, this nature trail ends under som
e poplar trees 

next to a rest area, w
here the traveller can finally have a 

rest. 
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Q
uarry	in	the	tow

n	of	G
allarta

M
alpeña	Tunnel

D
rinking	fountain	on	the	route	to	the	

tow
n	of	M

uskiz
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The Basque Country’s M
ining M

useum
 is located in 

G
allarta, the birthplace of D

olores Ibárruri, “La Pasio-
naria”. This centre is dedicated to the study and dis-
sem

ination of know
ledge about m

ining culture and 
history in the Basque Country, especially in the m

ining 
area of Biscay, w

hich has left a rich legacy of industrial 
buildings and other construction exam

ples distributed 
throughout the zone. N

ext to G
allarta, the traveller 

can see the large open iron ore cut m
ine, w

hich is the 
open-pit m

ine located at the low
est altitude in the 

Basque Country, 20 m
etres below

 sea level.
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It is located on the council area of G
aldam

es, next to 
the Atxuriaga/La Aceña neighbourhood. This park is 
just a tw

o-m
inute w

alk aw
ay from

 the starting point 
of the N

ature Trail, so visitors are recom
m

ended to go 
there first before starting the trek. 

The neighbourhood w
here it is located, as w

ell as the 
park itself, are nam

ed after a M
iddle Ages tow

er w
hich 

existed in the vicinity until the beginning of last cen-
tury, and disappeared w

hen m
ining activities started. 

This large leisure part is located on the land previously 
occupied by the reservoir and landfill of the Tardía and 
Berango m

ines. In the park, the visitor m
ay enjoy a va-

riety of plants and trees, including several specim
ens 

of northern oak, N
orw

ay m
aple, ash tree, pine and eu-

calyptus plantations, am
ong others. 

This park is provided w
ith a parking area for m

otor ve-
hicles and bikes, w

ith a sm
all café w

here visitors can 
grab a snack, public toilets and a children’s playground. 
Besides, the area is provided w

ith w
ooden benches 

and tables w
here visitors m

ay hold they ow
n barbe-

cues in the park’s ow
n barbecue grills. 
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