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1. 
This nature trail starts shortly before reaching the “Las 
Llerices” parking, located on the A

S-262 road, betw
een 

the last tw
o houses at the edge of M

uñigo. G
oing to the 

right from
 the road, the trail starts clim

bing up a ladder 
covered in broom

 and gorse, and continues afterw
ards 

on flat ground until it plunges into a great chestnut, 
birch and m

aple trees forest. .

2. 
To the left of the route, the traveller can see the C

ruz 
the Priena, an uneven prom

ontory taller than 700 
m

etres high. It is a privileged observatory, w
ith diffi

-
cult access, from

 w
here you can enjoy the view

 of the 
sea, the Sueve m

ountain range, A
rriondas, C

angas, 
C

ovadonga, the Lagos road, and also the highest peaks 
of these valleys. 

3. 
Leaving the forest behind, the trail becom

es a slight slo-
pe w

hich runs along a traditional stable and a field, w
here 

it is m
ore com

m
on to find beech trees. Step by step, the 

trail goes deeper into the Picos de Europa N
ational Park, 

and the M
onastery of San Pedro and the tow

ers of the 
Basilica of Santa M

aría la Real can be seen through the 
trees. 

4
. 

The route ends at the Eastern part of the Covadonga 
M

onum
ental G

roup, located in an exceptionally beauti-
ful setting.e the landscape of this natural environm

ent.
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O
belisk built in 1857 by the dukes of M

ontpensier in the 
so-called “El Repelao”, has the replica of the C

ruz de la 
Victoria and, according to tradition, it rem

inds w
here 

D
on Pelayo w

as crow
ned.
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Located in the northern part of the Iberian Peninsula, 
shared by A

sturias, C
antabria and León, the Picos de 

Europa N
atural Park is found in the biggest lim

estone 
form

ation in the European A
tlantic coastline, and it is 

part of the C
antabrian M

ountains.
The karstic processes of its geology have created an 
im

pressive landscape filled w
ith gorges, caves and 

abysses m
ore than 1,000 m

etres high. The C
ovadonga 

lakes, Enol and Ercina, w
ere caused by the great gla-

cial erosion suffered by the sum
m

its of the M
acizo de 

C
m

ión (also know
n as W

estern M
assif).

The ecosystem
s related to the A

tlantic forest are 
hom

e to m
ore than one hundred species of birds, 

am
ong w

hich the black w
oodpecker and the threa-

tened C
antabrian capercaillie are w

orth m
entioning. 

You can find evasive species like cham
ois in the cliffs, 

w
hereas roe deer and w

olves are com
m

on in the plen-
tiful forests of the area. O

ne exceptional inhabitant 
of this park is the brow

n bear, protected species for 
w

hich there is a recovery plan in force. In the park and 
its environm

ent you can find great birds of prey, such 
as the griffon vulture and golden eagle. 
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Covadonga is a parish in the tow
n of C

angas de O
nís, 

integrated into the protected area of the Picos de Euro-
pa N

ational Park. It is hom
e to a sanctuary erected in 

honour of the Virgin, com
m

em
orating the defeat of the 

M
uslim

 troops in the Battle of Covadonga in year 722. 
In the interior of this m

onum
ental group, the m

ost visi-
ted w

ithin the Principality of A
sturias, it is w

orth m
en-

tioning the “Santa C
ueva”, w

here, according to tradi-
tion, the C

hristian arm
y took shelter during the battles 

that started the Reconquista. It is currently hom
e to the 

chapel w
here the im

age of the Virgin of Covadonga is 
located, know

n as the “Santina”, and also the grave of 
D

on Pelayo.
A

nother m
onum

ent that m
ust be visited is the Basilica 

of Santa M
aría La Real, designed by Roberto Frassinelli 

and erected by the architect Federico A
parici, betw

een 
1877 and 1901. It is purely N

eo-Rom
anesque style w

ith 
pink lim

estone. O
n the Basilica’s terrace, next to the 

M
onastery of San Pedro, you can find the C

hapter H
ou-

se and the bronze statue of D
on Pelayo, constructed in 

1964 by the sculptor Eduardo Zaragoza.
W

orth m
entioning about this group is the big bell w

hich 
is three m

etres high and w
eighs 4,000 kilogram

s, “La 
cam

panona”, built in 1900 in La Felguera by the Italian 
sculpture Sortini. This piece of art, donated by the cou-
nt Sizzo-N

orice and Luis G
óm

ez H
errero w

on the first 
prize at the U

niversal Exhibition in Paris. M
oreover, the 
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