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Before starting out on the nature trail, it is advisable to go 
to the La Jayona M

ine, an open-pit m
ine that you can vi-

sit and w
hich w

as nam
ed as a N

atural M
onum

ent in 1997 
and lends its nam

e to this route. To get there, the signs 
for “M

ina La Joyona” m
ust be follow

ed. O
n the w

ay to the 
m

ine, som
e 10 km

 from
 the station, the tow

n of Fuerte del 
A

rco w
ill be passed through and you w

ill pass alongside the 
Virgen de A

ra shrine. This is also a very recom
m

endable vi-
sit both for the panoram

ic view
s of the m

ountains and the 
w

all paintings it houses in its m
ain nave. 

1. 
This nature trail starts next to the ruins of the old sta-
tion of Fuente del A

rco, alongside a rest area denst to 
the station and an inform

ation panel.

2. 
For the first kilom

etre and a half, practically until cros-
sing over the G

alapagar creek, you can still note the 
presence of the houses that have been being built clo-
se to the station, in a landscape in w

hich grassy crops 
alternate w

ith olive groves and the aforem
entioned 

housing. 

3. 
For the next 8 km

, he trail cam
ino enters into pastures 

of holm
 oaks of variable densities, w

ith the continuous 
presence of the herds of M

erino sheep (it is advisable 
to take a lot of care, as the estates in m

any sections are 
not fenced and it is easy to find these anim

als in the 
m

iddle of the trail), and w
ith the typical M

editerranean 
scrubland covering up the slopes next to the trail (thy-
m

e, retam
a, genista and flax-leaved daphne, etc.)

4
.  D

uring this section, as w
ell as crossing m

any trails w
ith 

farm
 access, cattle grids are also frequent in order to 

stop the sheep passing into the estates of different ow
-

ners. A
 highlight in this journey is the crossing over the 

Sotillo river, w
ith a rest area just after crossing. H

ere 
there is an opening in the oak trees and interesting, pa-
noram

ic view
s of the Sierra del Viento m

ountains in the 
foothills of the Sierra M

orena m
ountains. 

5. 
In the next section the landscape changes radically, 
going from

 a continued presence of trees, to alm
ost no 

trees at all. For the next 5.6 km
, the trail passes through 

grassy crops and pastures, crossing through an olive 
grove in the vicinity of Valverde de Llerena. Sheep are 
no longer to be seen in this section, but depending on 
the tim

e of year it is com
m

on to see partridges and ha-
res crossing from

 one side of the trail to the other. 

6. The m
onotony of the crop fields is broken (som

e 11 km
 

after beginning the trail) by the ruins of the station that 
served the nearby tow

n of Valverde de Llerena (less than 
1 km

 from
 w

here the nature trail crosses the road to 
A

hillones). Just like the other stations the trail passes by, 
this has a rest area and an inform

ation panel. The tow
n of 

Valverde w
as founded in the 13th century, and a highlight 

of its heritage is the Purísim
a Concepción church

7. 
W

hat rem
ains of the La Jayona N

ature Trail w
ill be com

-
pleted in the com

pany of olive groves alm
ost until the 

end, passing next to the Berlanga-San Fernando station 

(17 km
 from

 the start, w
ith its corresponding panel and 

rest area). D
espite the nam

e, the tow
n of Berlanga is ac-

tually m
ore than 3 kilom

etres from
 here; although it is 

w
orth a visit to discover the rich heritage of this tow

n 
w

ith m
ore than 700 years of history.

8. G
oing back to the trail, there are only 2 km

 until the end, 
once again in the com

pany of grassy crops, but w
ithout 

com
pletely leaving the olive groves. The trail com

es to an 
end next to the ruins of a stop and a rest area just before 
reaching the N

-432 road, som
e 5 km

 from
 Berlanga and 7 

km
 from

 A
zuaga; the county’s m

ost populated tow
n .

N
ATU

RE TRA
IL

LA
 JA

Y
O

N
A

 G
R

EEN
W

A
Y

O
ld Berlanga - San Fernando station

Interior of La Jayona m
ine

H
olm

 oak pastures w
ith grazing  herds of 

M
erina sheep
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Located in the south east of the province of Badajoz, in 
the m

unicipality of Fuente del Arco, this iron m
ine had 

its golden years at the beginning of the 20th century, and 
w

as abandoned in 1922. This state of abandonm
ent lasted 

until it w
as declared as a N

atural M
onum

ent in 1997.  

This inactivity m
eant that the fauna could m

ake the m
ost 

of the abandoned w
ells, w

hich these days are hom
e to 

various species of reptiles and am
phibians, as w

ell as 
birds such as European eagle-ow

ls, taw
ny ow

ls and black 
storks, and m

am
m

als, including a colony of bats.

The m
ain richness of the N

atural M
onum

ent is, how
e-

ver, geological; w
ith its slickenside and folds, iron 

m
ineralization and karstic processes, that are visible 

from
 the various levels of the w

ells dug by the m
iners. 

The m
ine can be visited. 
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