
 

  

Beneficiary 
Instituto de Ciencias del Mar (ICM-CSIC) 
C/ Alt Gironella Nº 54 2º 2 
08017 - Barcelona  
Approval date: 22/12/2021 
 
Regulatory reference: Art. 40 EMFF 

 
Total cost: 300,000€ 
Eligible cost: 268,314.84€ 
Public funding: EMFF 201,236.13€ (75%) 
BENEFICIARY 67,078.71€ (25%) 

Private contribution: No 

 
Start date: 03/01/2022 
End date: 03/10/2022 
 
Jobs created: 3 Internal employees + 4 
temporary contracts 
 
Location: 
Catalonia, Balearic Islands 
Website link to the project: 
https://www.programapleamar.es/proy
ectos/rescap-v-conservacion-y-
recuperacion-de-poblaciones-de-
gorgonias-y-corales-blandos  

MODEL PROJECT 

RESCAP V: Conservation and recovery of gorgonia and 

soft coral through ecological restoration and reducing 

the impact of fishing  

121FBD00081 

The project aimed to limit the impact of artisanal fishing 

on benthic habitats, dominated by gorgonia and deep-

lying soft coral in protected marine zones, in order to 

have a positive impact on the ecosystem and reduce the 

effects of the accidental capture of such species.  

The project also included: monitoring of the active 

restoration of gorgonia and coral through underground 

robotics, the transfer of knowledge to fishing guilds on 

the importance of restoring gorgonia and soft coral, the 

involvement of society in the restoration of gorgonia in 

protected marine areas and raising awareness about the 

problem. 

 Obtained and/or expected results 

 

Description and objectives 

 

A key aspect was the close collaboration between 
scientists and fishermen, through which an innovative 
method was developed to restore gorgonia and soft 
coral, with the restoration of 1,120 colonies in their 
natural environment this season, bringing the total 
number of gorgonia restored in the last 5 years to 4,000. 
Through the use of underwater robotics, it was possible 
to observe how over 80% of gorgonia colonies survive 
the entire year after been transplanted and returned to 
the sea bed. 

Pleamar Programme CA 2021 
Fundación Biodiversidad, F.S.P 
Priority 1. Promote fishing that is 
sustainable, efficient in its use of resources, 
innovative, competitive and knowledge-
based 
Objective 1.2. Protection and recovery of 
biodiversity and aquatic ecosystems; art. 
40 of Reg. 508/2014 
 

Gender equality 
Promote fair pay, preventing job insecurity, the pay gap and 
gender-based professional classification   
Sustainable development 
Promote sustainabie fishing 
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