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SECTOR
PENINSULAR CENTER

NATURETRAIL
VIA DE LA PLATA

CARBAJOSA DE LASAGRADATO ALBA
DETORMES STRETCH

1. This trail starts at the industrial park of Carbajosa de La
Sagrada (in particular, at calle Vertical I), a few kilome-
tersfar from-the capital of the province. An information
panel marks the start of this stretch, where you can see,
on your left, the former platform of the train going to
Salamanca.

2. Inthis first stretch, the trail goes under road SA-20, and,
then after Salamanca street, leaving the local graveyard
on a side. Along this route, you will have several chan-
ces to go to the center of Cabrajosa through different
paths, until you finally leave this town behind and walk
among crops and fields.

3. This landscape of crops, fallow lands and pastures will
accompany you for a good part of the trail. It only chan-
ges when the trail crosses the ditches carved for the
railway to go through, where it meets with other paths
giving access to lands, and the presence of monadnocks.

4. Two of those hills are a must-see that you can enjoy
while taking advantage of the rest area to the right of
the trail. They are called the Arapiles (the Arapil Chico
on the left, the Arapil Grande on the right). The Battle
of Salamanca took place here during the Peninsular
War. From this spot, the Arapil Grande can be accessed.
Atop the hill, there is a monument commemorating the

“\—\A Salamanca, across the river Tormes, few
kilometers from the start of the trail.

battle, and great panoramic views of the lands surroun-
ding it. You can also go to the village of Arapiles, taking
the road DSA-106, where the train tracks crossing it are
still visible.

5. After the branch going to Calvarrasa de Arriba, the lands-
cape completely changes, taking you through a holm-oak
wood (Quercus ilex subsp. ballota), which gets thicker as
you walk on. The trail continues, with many intersec-
tions with other paths giving access to private properties,
among which an abandoned brick factory next to the
Maza de Alba halt, which is used for livestock today.

6. Still in the holm-oak wood, a nearby rest area allows
the walker to admire the landscapes of Salamanca, with
the help of an information panel. Then, you will pass by
another ditch with naked slopes allowing you to see the
peculiar colors of the rocks, and you will cross the brid-
ge giving access to La Maza plot land.

7. Atthis point, the trail reaches its highest altitude, and the
holm-oaks grow scarcer and scarcer, giving way to flowe-
ring plants and bushes (Spanish lavender -Lavandula
stoechas-, rosemary -Rosmarinus officinalis- and thy-
mes -Thymus zygis-) where the soil has not been used to
grow cereal. Going back to the crop fields, the presen-
ce of wooden fences on the sides of the trail becomes
common when it crosses a stream or path. Near the path
giving access to Teradillos is the only fountain in the na-
ture trail.

\-\ A
== The Arapiles

8. The trail continues among crops and, shortly after the
bridge over road DSA-106 to Alba de Tormes, the spar-
se holm-oaks and ditches surround it again. This way
among slopes is only interrupted by a couple of streams,
where the viewpoints (and their information panels)
allow us to admire the views on Alba de Tormes and the
river after which this village is named.

9. A traffic light once used for regulating the trains marks
the end of the last ditch, which is almost the end of the
trail itself, next to a rest area, a parking space and the
information panel on the Nature Trail of Via de la Plata
that you have just completed. Nearby, it is easy to dis-
cover the remains of the old railway to Alba de Tormes,
the switches, stretches of train tracks and caution sig-
nals marking the crossings.

Red kites (Milvus milvus), short-toed snake eagles
(Circaetus gallicus) and magpies (Pica pica) are easily
spotted flying over the station, on their way to the near-
by river Tormes.

Z¥_. Alba de Tormes viewpo
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