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1. 
This nature trail begins in the ashlar stone bridge in the 
tow

n of C
asalarreina, w

hich crosses the O
ja, and goes 

through the tow
n centre tow

ards Logroño during its 
first stretch.

2. 
A

fter turning right tow
ards Zarratón through national 

road N
-232, the trail continues tow

ards a path located in 
the m

iddle of a pear tree plantation, w
hich can be seen 

to the right. Then, it crosses N
-126 and continues straight 

on surrounded by crops. A
fter going past several vine-

yards and a poplar forest, it m
eets tw

o roads that exit the 
tow

n of C
astañares de la Rioja, crosses them

 both, and 
continues straight ahead through a dirt path. 

3. 
The route continues straight, going through a recrea-
tional area, a road and several farm

 paths am
ong crop 

fields. A
fter passing national roads N

-120 and N
-102, 

the trail arrives at Santo D
om

ingo de la C
alzada. At this 

point, it crosses the street to the left tow
ards a rounda-

bout, w
here the right path is taken in a south-w

esterly 
direction through an industrial park until w

e reach the 
O

ja G
reenw

ay once again. The trail continues through 
an area of scattered country houses and crops, in the 
presence of a landscape that lets the traveller adm

ire 
the end of the valley and the beginning of the forests. 
From

 there, the trail crosses several paths, som
e roads 

and a green bridge over a stream
. 

4
. 

A
fter passing by an intersection w

ith a road am
ong 

houses, the trail enters a w
ooded area of m

aple, cherry, 

w
alnut, hazelnut and ash trees that leads to a new

 road 
w

ith another green bridge crossing a stream
. The itine-

rary runs adjacent to som
e horse stables until it reaches 

the old train station of O
jacastro. 

5. 
From

 this m
unicipality, the nature trail runs parallel to 

the river, going under a lim
estone w

all w
here hum

idity 
favours the presence of holly trees. A

fter that, it lea-
ves a poplar forest w

ith a recreational area to the left 
and, shortly after, it ends next to the trail leading to the 
herm

itage of N
uestra Señora de A

llende, patron saint 
of Ezcaray. From

 this point, it continues straight ahead 
tow

ards the old railw
ay station w

here, crossing the 
River O

ja one last tim
e through a bridge on the right, it 

reaches Ezcaray.
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This D
om

inican m
onastery started its construction in 

1514 by order of Juan Fernández de Velasco, bishop of 
the dioceses of Palencia and C

alahorra, at the request 
of his niece, Isabel de G

uzm
án y Velasco, daughter of 

Juan A
lonso Pérez de G

uzm
án y O

rozco and Isabel 
Fernández Velasco, after a concession m

ade by Pope 
Julius II in 1509. It w

as inaugurated in 1522, w
hen Pope 

A
drian V

I spent the night there on his w
ay back to 

Rom
e. It is the only Spanish m

onastery inaugurated 
by a Pope. 
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The current church started its construction in 1158, and 
it still preserves a great part of the old floor plan. Later, 
in the 16th century, the right part of the transept w

as 
lifted to house the sepulchre of Santo D

om
ingo. 

O
n the outside of this building, w

hich w
as built as a 

pilgrim
age church –since it is located on the “French 

W
ay” tow

ards Santiago de C
om

postela–, there are 
som

e elem
ents that stand out: its tw

o façades, its Ro-
m

anesque apse, w
hich is decorated w

ith beautiful m
o-

dillions and stained glass w
indow

s, and the Baroque 
tow

er. Inside, the Rom
anesque presbytery, the choir, 

the chapel, the G
othic hen coop and, especially, the 

Renaissance altarpiece, one of the m
ost m

agnificent 
w

orks of the m
aster of religious im

ages D
am

ián For-
m

ent, deserve special attention.
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