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1. 
The trail starts in a m

eadow
 in Plazaola, just by the 

Plazaola station, w
hich is the border of the province.  At 

this point there is a parking lot displaying several in-
form

ation panels and a m
ilepost indicating that w

e are 
on Km

 0 of the Basque stretch that runs through the 
province G

ipuzkoa. The trail m
ay be started along the 

old railw
ay tracks that m

eander their w
ay to the north, 

through the Leitzaran to A
ndoain, crossing m

any tun-
nels and viaducts over the river, all of them

 in perfect 
state.  H

ere, too, is located the m
ilepost indicating that 

w
e are on km

 0 of the N
avarrese stretch included on 

the El Plazaola N
atural Trail.

2. 
W

hen starting this stage, the traveller m
ust take an 

asphalt road that leaves the old railw
ay tunnel to their 

left; this tunnel is in too dam
aged a state to be used. 

N
ext, they w

ill find the buildings corresponding to the 
old Plazaola station, and tw

ice they w
ill pass under A-15 

H
ighw

ay viaducts. Before passing under the second 
viaduct, the asphalt road turns into a dirt path.  350 m

 
after the kilom

etre point 2, the traveller crosses the 
G

azpillotxiki tunnel, and they can adm
ire a patch of nor-

thern red oaks (Q
uercus rubra) around the kilom

etre 
point 3. The landscape m

ixes w
oody areas w

ith m
eadow

s 
and baserris (typical Basque houses); the trail reaches the 
M

artikonera tunnel and runs close to the Leitza station, 
w

hose m
ain building has been rehabilitated.

3. 
The pretty N

avarrese tow
n of Leitza is w

ell w
orth a visit, 

although the layout of the natural trail does not cross it: 

the old railw
ay tracks leave the village to the right and go 

straight into the Iruñaga tunnel. Soon after, the trail lea-
ves the Tellería tunnel (now

 collapsed) to their right.

4
. 

The follow
ing 4 kilom

etres of trail include 4 tunnels 
(Kantina, U

rbieta, Leitza and M
alkorra), w

hile the trail 
runs am

ong w
oodland and pastures w

here Latxa sheep 
graze, from

 w
hose m

ilk the fam
ous Idiazabal cheese is 

m
ade. In this stretch, the visitor can enjoy the beauti-

ful landscape of the Leitzaran valley and the village of 
Leitza before leaving it behind for good. The w

alker w
ill 

cross six m
ore tunnels in the subsequent kilom

etres 
(Tunnel 2, A

utxikeneko, Erasote, Tutenea, Tunnel 1 and 
G

uitarran Buelta) w
hich dot m

eadow
s and sm

all larch 
(Larix decidua) patches, w

hich later turn into indigenous 
species such as beeches (Fagus sylvatica), w

hich form
 

delicate, shadow
y canopies over the traveler’s heads.

5. 
A few

 m
etres after the kilom

etre point 12, the natural trail 
reaches the entrance of the U

itzi tunnel w
hich, w

ith a 
length of 2,700 m

, is the longest tunnel that can be cros-
sed in any natural trail in Spain. Such tunnel runs under 
the w

ater divide of tw
o large basins: to the south, the 

M
editerranean Basin (the Larraun river, w

hich is ultim
a-

tely an Ebro tributary) and, to the north the Atlantic Basin 
(the Leitzaran river). This causes abundant w

ater filtra-
tions inside the tunnel, w

hich explain the great beauty 
of its central area. D

espite the fact that the tunnel has 
electric lights, due to its length, the use of torchlight is ad-
vised, as w

ell as in all other tunnels of the natural trail. 

6. Soon after the exit of the U
itzi, the trail turns right and 

runs along the N
A-1700 for 300 m

.  In this section, the 
old U

itizi station is found, w
hich now

 has been turned 
into a private house and farm

.  The traveller continues 
w

alking the trail, w
hich now

 runs parallel to the N
A-

1700 up to the point w
here the trail crosses the next 

tunnel, and, soon afterw
ards reaches the Bartolo tunnel. 

This last section is covered by dense m
ixed w

oodlands 
w

here oaks (Q
uercus robur), chestnut trees (Castanea 

sativa), beeches (Fagus sylvatica), and hazels (Corylus 
avellana), can be found. 

7. 
Soon 

before 
kilom

etre 
18 

and 
after 

a 
descending 

stretch, the layout of the trail runs parallel to the A-15 
highw

ay, and at the other side of the highw
ay the tow

n 
of Lekunberri stands. A

fter a crossroads, and a section 
running along a deep trench, the trail turns right and 
crossed under the A-15 highw

ay by m
eans of a new

ly 
constructed tunnel, and then turns left to cross an unlit 
tunnel belonging to the original railw

ay layout. 

8. Finally, the trail continues leaving the Lekunberri houses 
to the right until reaching the old Lekunberri train sta-
tions, w

hich now
 houses the Tourist C

ouncil of Plazaola 
and its Tourist Inform

ation Point, and w
here this stage 

ends.

N
ATU

RE TRA
IL

EL P
LA

ZA
O

LA
. P

LA
ZA

O
LA

 
STA

TIO
N

 TO
 LEK

U
N

B
ER

R
I STA

TIO
N

Lekunberri	train	station
Leitza	station

Trench	in	the	lim
estones	in	a

River	Larraun	gorge	

SE
C

TO
R

N
O

R
TH

EA
ST

ER
N

 P
EN

IN
SU

LA
R

G
ui

de
 t

o 
th

e
Na

tu
re

 
Tr

ai
ls

of
 S

pa
in



Starting point

End of trail

Tunnel

Train station

Underpass

NATURE TRAIL
PLAZAOLA. 

PLAZAOLA STATION TO 
LEKUNBERRI STATION

















Ca
m

in
o 

N
at

ur
al

 d
e 

Pl
az

ao
la

. 
Tr

am
o 

Le
ku

nb
er

ri
 -

 P
la

za
ol

a
H

oj
a 

 d
e 

M
ap

a 
.

C
am

in
o 

N
at

ur
al

 S
en

da
 d

el
 P

as
to

re
o

C
am

in
o 

N
at

ur
al

 d
e 

Pl
az

ao
la

. T
ra

m
o 

Le
ku

nb
er

ri 
- P

la
za

ol
a

C
am

in
o 

N
at

ur
al

 d
el

 P
la

za
ol

a.

C
am

in
o 

N
at

ur
al

 d
el

 P
la

za
ol

a.
Es

ta
ci

ón
 L

ek
um

be
rr

i-M
ug

iro
-A

D
 S

an
 M

ig
el

tx
o

Tr
am

o 
A

D
 S

an
 M

ig
el

tx
o 

- A
D

 K
ax

ar
na

1

2

3 4

5 6

7

MIDE
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ROUTE LENGHT*

TIME

Harshness of natural environment

Guidance along the route

Route difficulty

Amount of effort needed

 2
 1
 2
 3

139 m
296 m

23,9 km       
4 h 30 min

Plazaola station Lekunberri station
town point of interest

*Route lenght including branches
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