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1.	
The beginning of this itinerary follow

s the Atxuriaga 
to G

allarta N
ature Trail, next to the industrial area of 

La A
ceña in G

aldam
es and its route m

ostly runs along 
a railw

ay track that transported passengers and m
ine-

rals from
 the interior valleys of Bizkaia that reached the 

coast to unload iron at the sea ports.

2.	
Bordering the industrial estate, the trail begins along a 
short pavem

ent section w
hich, crossing the road that 

accesses the industrial estate and follow
ing a w

ooden 
railing, soon plunges into the vegetation and m

oves 
aw

ay from
 industrial activity and traffi

c to go through an 
underpass that crosses the BI-3632 highw

ay..

3.	
You then w

alk along a track that is restricted for m
otori-

sed traffi
c w

here you w
ill soon cross the ford of a stream

 
that can be flooded w

hen it rains. W
hen you pass this 

point, you w
ill enter an area of thicker plant cover w

he-
re there are oaks (Q

uercus robur), chestnuts (Castanea 
sativa), 

eucalyptus 
trees 

(Eucalyptus 
globulus), 

ferns 
(Pteridium

 aquilinum
) and ivy (H

edera helix). This species 
create an ongoing corridor of trees, only cut, on som

e 
occasions, by clearings created for the railw

ay platform
 

w
hich forces you to pass over sm

all m
an-m

ade gorges in 
different sections of the trail.

4
.	

Follow
ing the trail, you w

ill reach a detour w
hich goes dow

n 
som

e w
ooden steps and accesses the large recreational area 

of Aguas Juntas, located next to the River G
aldam

es and the 
BI-3632 highw

ay, w
here you can enjoy a pleasant rest.

5.	
If you take the path again from

 the area of Aguas Juntas 
by clim

bing up the steps leading to it, you w
ill continue 

w
alking am

ong dense vegetation w
here, now

 close to the 
river M

ercadillo, you can also see species such as dogw
ood 

(Cornus sanguinea), alder trees (Alnus glutinosa), pine trees 
(Pinus radiata) and Italian m

aples (Acer opalus). In order to 
cross the M

ercadillo river, there is a w
ooden w

alkw
ay from

 
w

here you can see the gallery forest of the river m
uch better.

6.	A
 little after crossing the w

alkw
ay, you w

ill reach the 
district of A

renao, now
 in the m

unicipality of Sopuerta, 
w

here you w
ill find a m

ajestic w
ooden w

alkw
ay that 

m
akes it easier for trail users to cross the BI-2701 highw

ay 
and the stream

 next to it. O
nce you have crossed over 

the bridge and if you w
ant to fill up w

ith w
ater, you can 

go dow
n to the road w

here there is a fountain.

7.	
Then, you follow

 the trail by entering a forested area 
once again, w

here ivy decorates the trunks of oak, chest-
nut and hazelnut (Corylus avellana) trees in an arbitrary 
m

anner, livening up the environm
ent. W

hen you leave 
the forest, you reach an area of m

eadow
 and vegetable 

garden plots w
here you carefully cross a couple of local 

roads that lead to other districts in Sopuerta. 

8.	C
arry on until you cross an old tunnel, w

here the train 
used to pass under the BI- 3601 highw

ay, and you w
ill 

now
 be very close to the district of El C

astaño. O
n re-

aching this district, there is another resting area and a 
detour is signposted w

here you w
ill find, som

e 900 

m
etres aw

ay from
 the nature trail, tw

o im
pressive old 

calcination furnaces from
 w

here the iron that w
as used 

in the m
ines w

as obtained.

9. 	The route continues to cross the district w
here, until 

you w
ill get to another resting area at the exit from

 El 
C

astaño. By continuing along the route for over a kilo-
m

etre, crossing m
eadow

s and sm
all m

an-m
ade narrow

 
gorges, created for the train to pass through, you w

ill re-
ach the end of the N

ature Trail in the district of El H
oyo.

N
ATU

RE TRA
IL
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U
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TA

Recreational area at the entrance of the 
district of El C

astaño
Trench excavated in the
m
ountain for the railw

ay platform
The trail runs along forest areas throughout 
m
ost of the journey
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In the district of La A
bellaneda, in Sopuerta, the 

historic building know
n as the old C

asa de Juntas 
de Avellaneda is located. The 16th-century building 
w

as the venue for the general assem
blies of the 

representatives of the region of Las Encartaciones, 
w

here the m
ain problem

s in the region w
ere dealt 

w
ith. The building w

as deserted in the early 19th 
century w

hen the assem
blies w

ere no longer held 
due to the fact that the region w

as annexed to the 
D

om
inion of Bizkaia.

The building has currently been restored and is 
hom

e to Las Encartaciones M
useum

, w
hich com

pri-
ses ten exhibition halls that display the historic de-
velopm

ent of the region from
 Pre-H

istory up until 
the 19

th century.
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