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SECTOR
PENINSULAR CENTER

NATURE TRAIL
VIA DE LAPLATA. CASAS DEL
MONTE - HERVAS SECTION

This section begins at the municipal boundary between
Jarilla and Casas del Monte and can be accessed along the
paved country.road thatstarts at km 447 of the N-630. After
100 metres, take the dirt track on the right as far as the na-
ture trail. The starting point is 300 metres to the south.

1. Thefirst fewkilometres of the trail run through an
essentially agricultural landscape, among olive gro-
ves, dehesas and pastures for cows and sheep. After
two kilometres we pass under CC-15.3 (which provi-
des access to Casas del Monte) and arrive at the old
station that served that locality.

2. Leavingthe station behind, the trail briefly runs through
the trenches excavated for the railway before penetra-
ting an oak grove later becoming a gallery forest (ash,
poplar, willow) before reaching the bridge over the
Garganta Ancha. Over the next few kilometres of the
Nature Trail, the landscape becomes dominated by de-
hesas with holm oak and dotted with the odd cork or
ash tree. The trail reaches the bridge over the Garganta
Grande, flanked by riverbank vegetation.

3. The trail soon returns to the dehesa, occasionally
descending again into the trenches, and reaching
the old station at Aldeanueva del Camino just after
the Montesinos stream. Just after exiting the sta-
tion, the trail crosses the CC-58 road. Remember to
exercise precautions as this road does have a certain
degree of traffic and there is poor visibility due.

.N\F Landseape of dehesas, Segura déToro can
be seen for afar
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4. The trail makes a turn here and changes direction to
the northeast, running parallel with the A-66 for a
couple of kilometres. On the way to Hervds, the route
continues to rise gently but constantly, while ascen-
ding the slopes of the Cruces Altas mountains. The
vegetation also begins to change, with holm oak and
cork trees making way for Pyrenean and common oak.

5. The track passes over the Romanillo stream, entering
a dense oak grove. Upon emerging, the traveller can
tell they are approaching Hervés . Its former station is
reached after passing over the river Gallego and later
under the CC-102 road. Unlike the two other stations
on the route, Hervds's station is in quite good condition.

6. The trail leaves the station behind and once again con-
tinues between the banks, opening up once again after
the arriving at one of the landmarks of this section of
the Nature Trail: the viaduct over the river Ambroz, also
referred to as the “iron bridge”. After crossing the bri-
dge and leaving the last of the town’s houses behind.
Some 60om after crossing the River Ambroz, the trail
passes under the EX-205 road and, a kilometre later,
reaches the River Balozano, a tributary of the Ambroz.

7. After this point, the gradient becomes a little more
pronounced and the final few kilometres of the
Nature Trail require some extra physical exertion.
This effort is rewarded with impressive views to the

Ambroz Valley. This itinerary ends at an altitude of

ZX_. The former Hervas’ train station
N -

OdIN

*S9PIS|IY UIBIUNOW SY3 UO (5349287 Ul SIA
-018 1nu3sayd juepodwl 1SOW Sy} SWOS PUB 3eo uesuaiAd
§BO) S15210} SNONPI2SP By} O} SESAYIP pue sainised 320}
-S9Al| Wouy sa8ueyd adedspue| sy [1edl SIy} JO 3SIn0d sy}
J9AQ "YHou 03 YInos woly A3||eA zolquiy Jo A1unod syl sas
-S040 |IeJ] 3inieN Ele|d B| 9P BIA Y1 JO UOIIISS SIYF ‘(010)d
D] ap DI/ Y3 SB UMOUY 31N0J Y3 JO 1ed SWIo) ydIym) Aem|
-leJ B3J01SY-BIDUSSE|d P|O Y} JO 9SIn0d 2yl 3uImoj|od

¥v(393a vyy¥3IS IHLA0 ST1IHLOOH FHL
OLAITIVA ZOYEWYV IHL 40 SNIV1d IH1L WOu4d

over 77om, on the boundary between the municipali-
ties of Hervds and Bafos de Montemayor, where the
section that crosses Castilla y Ledn reaches Béjar.

AMBROZ VALLEY

The Ambroz Valley is located in the north of the pro-
vince of Céceres in the autonomous community of Ex-
tremadura, bordering the province of Salamanca. With
the most western foothills of the Sierra de Gredos to
the east, it offers a diversity of landscapes with moun-
tainous elevations (reaching 2,000m) and valley depths
(soom) all within a distances of little more than 25km.

As the natural crossing point of the Central System to
the west, many forms of transport have passed throu-
gh the Ambroz Valley throughout history: the Roman
road from Mérida to Astorga (Iter ab Emerita Asturi-
cam), drover’s roads and cattle tracks like La Real So-
riana Occidental and La Vizana, and later the railway,
along whose tracks the Camino Natural Via de |a Plata
now runs, and, over the last few decades, the N-360
national road and the A-66 motorway.

Throughout history, there have been m cultures
that have left their mark in the country: the Vetton
Celts (the bull of Segura de Toro) the Romans (La
Granjuela, the baths in Bafios de Montemayor, the
road from Mérida to Astorga, etc.) and the Jews (the
Jewish Quarter of Hervas was declared a Historic-Ar-
tistic Site in 1969).
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