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1. 
The A

lm
anzora Valley G

reenw
ay N

ature Trail w
inds 

through the province of A
lm

ería, starting out at 400 m
 

in altitude at the old H
ijate station on the other side 

of road A-334 bordering the province of G
ranada. The 

route is ideal for bike riding and suitable for less-expe-
rienced cycletouring enthusiasts as m

ost of the nearly 
36 km

 is descending.

2. 
The sight of a w

ind pow
er station to the left of the trail 

precedes the H
ijate ravine and, once past that, there’s 

a visitor’s sign describing w
hat is know

n as the “Iron 
Stretch”. A

fter going w
ell past kilom

etre point 5 and ri-
ght after a curve to the left, you get to the Tesorero 
loading bay - a stone structure w

here the m
ore than 15 

km
 of cable carrying the iron m

ineral-loaded cars from
 

the Tesorero m
ines in the m

unicipality of Baza ended. 
Finally, they w

ere loaded onto trains and taken to the 
M

urcian tow
n of Á

guilas.

3. 
N

ext, the El M
irador rest area lives up to its nam

e, offe-
ring unbeatable view

s of the River A
lm

anzora Valley and 
the Sierra de Filabres m

ountains. M
etres before reaching 

kilom
etre point 8, you’ll reach the crossroads leading to 

Fuencaliente, a little area of Serón that ow
es its nam

e to 
a therm

al spring near the urban area know
n as El A

ljibe.

4
. 

A
fter passing kilom

etre point 11, you reach the little w
atch-

m
an’s house that im

m
erses travellers into the Serón 

station neighbourhood. This station w
as very im

portant 
to the railw

ay line and iron m
ineral transport. Tw

o aerial 

cables know
n as M

anzano and C
ortijuelo m

eet at the 
loading bay. It once featured a w

arehouse, station, toi-
lets, garages and loading bay. The buildings have been 
renovated and are currently in use w

ith the old w
are-

house now
 considered a fairytale station and the actual 

station housing a bar/restaurant

5. 
A

fter kilom
etre point 15, the Los C

anos loading bay is 
found. W

ith a capacity for 30,000 tonnes, it received 
the m

ineral from
 the C

abarga San M
iguel double-rail 

cable, loading the railw
ay cars w

ith the force of gravity.

6. The Virgen del C
arm

en chapel precedes the G
uanila ra-

vine and the tank that w
elcom

es travellers to the Tíjola 
station. The station building is now

 a bar/restaurant 
opposite a children’s play area. A

fter carefully crossing 
road A

L-6100 and right at kilom
etre point 20, the old 

REN
FE 11339 locom

otive w
elcom

es travellers leaving 
this Tíjola station w

ith the old w
arehouse reconverted 

into a shop school.

7. 
The traveller reaches the 83 m

 long C
añadicas Tunnel 

after passing kilom
etre point 26. U

sing a torch to get 
through this short tunnel is recom

m
ended. A

 triple-arch 
stone bridge goes over the Som

ontín ravine and then 
travellers are rew

arded w
ith panoram

ic view
s of the vi-

llage of Purchena, heading parallel to road A-334.

8. The m
ajestic sculpture La m

ujer del Alm
anzora (The 

W
om

an of A
lm

anzora) at the entrance to the C
asa Ibáñez 

m
useum

 stands out on the other side of the road. At this 

point, you reach kilom
etre 34 and begin descending 

w
ith a pedestrian path to the left of the trail, now

 pas-
sing through O

lula del Río. U
pon finishing the descent, 

you arrive at the A
lm

anzora Valley G
reenw

ay N
ature 

Trail w
elcom

e sign and a few
 m

etres later, the spectacular 
new

-built gatew
ay that passes over road A-349, ending 

the journey near the old Fines-O
lula station.

N
ATU

RE TRA
IL

A
LM

A
N

ZO
R

A
 V

A
LLEY

G
R

EEN
W

A
Y

V
iew

s of Sierra de los Filabres from
 the trail

D
etail of 11339 locom

otive
Serón station

M
U

R
C

IA
 - G

R
A

N
A

D
A

 R
A

ILW
A

Y
 LIN

E

This railw
ay connected the Andalusian city of G

ranada 
to the M

urcian tow
n of Águilas. The idea began to arise 

during the 1864 Engineers Com
m

ission and m
ost of the 

new
ly-built stretches w

ere inaugurated in the last decade 
of the 19th century; how

ever, the last one betw
een Baza 

and G
uadix, w

hich com
pleted the connection, did not 

begin operating until 1907. Since then, its m
ain purpose 

w
as to transport iron m

ineral extracted from
 the Bacares 

m
ines in the Filabres m

ountains in cars via aerial cables 
to the Serón, Los Canos and Tesorero loading bays. The 
loads then travelled by railw

ay to the pier in Águilas, M
ur-

cia. The G
ranada-M

oreda-G
uadix and Águilas-Alm

endri-
cos-M

urcia railw
ay stretches continue to operate, but the 

G
uadix-Alm

endricos central stretch w
as closed in 1985.
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Camino Natural Vía Verde Valle del Almanzora
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