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SUBBETICA SECTION

1. This route begins at the viaduct over the River Guadajoz,
close tothe municipality of Luque (Cérdoba), which can
only be reached by the Nature Trail itself. At the start of
the route are the ruins of the old station.

2. A little further on is the Laguna del Conde or Salobral
Nature Reserve, a karst wetland that it is part of the
wetland ‘area known as Lagunas del Sur de Cdérdoba,
where a bird observatory has been built.

3. Upon arriving at Luque, it.is possible to take a brief rest
and refreshment in'its old railway station, now a bar and
restaurant. This area belongs to the Sierras Subbéticas
Natural Park, a unique environment both for the cultural
richness of the area and for the beauty and diversity of the
geological formations of the landscape shaped by water.

With an environment that makes it particularly suitable
for the nesting of all kinds of birds, the trail continues
towards Carcabuey through a cleared area known as the
Route of the Vultures’ Nests (18 km), as it is home to an
important colony of griffon vultures. Continuing along
the trail, just before arriving a Zuheros, overlooked by the
silhouette of the old Moorish fortress of Zuheros Castle
is a cabin where travellers can find tourist information.

4. From Zuheros station it is possible the visit the Cueva de
los Murciélagos or Bat Cave, of great geological and histori-
cal significance. The streets and squares of the village itself
are worth visiting and have been declared a Site of Cultural
Significance. From Zuheros there are a number of paths
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towards the Subbética Natural Park. After crossing the villa-
ge, the trail crosses a bridge over the Baildn stream.

5. Following the route, we reach the station of Dofia Mencia,
now converted into a restaurant. The village itself is by-pas-
sed by the route. There are several paths that offer diversions
from the trail, heading deeper into the heart of this protec-
ted Natural Park. After the station, the trail passes through
its only tunnel and several viaducts, of which the most im-
pressive is the Sima, used as a venue for extreme sports.

6. Among olive groves, cleared areas and Mediterranean
wetland areas, we reach the municipality of Cabra. The
Ruta de la Sima de Cabra begins just after the station
here. At the station, where there is also a restaurant,
there is an Olive Train Interpretation Centre where vi-
sitors can find out about the history of the railway and
the route of the nature trail and main features of the vi-
llages and natural environments along the way.

7. Leaving Cabra behind, the trail approached Lucena whe-
re the station has been converted into an Interpretation
Centre dedicated to the artisan crafts and traditions of
Lucena, reflecting the customs and labours that have
made this area famous. At the same station, you can
also visit the Museo de la Automocién Antigua.

8. Advancing along the way, the terrain becomes less rugged
as we arrive at the trail's final station, Moriles-Horcajo, in
the area of Las Navas del Sepillar in the parish of Lucena.
From here the route winds through the municipality of
Lucena on a looping route among olive trees and vineyards.
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This section of el Aceite Greenway Nature Trail connects
a multitude of routes, two Protected Natural Spaces (the
Laguna del Conde and the Sierra Subbética Natural Park),
allowing the traveller to take different routes on foot or by
bicycle. From each locality along the trail there is also the
possibility of taking any of a number of historical and cultu-
ral routes, such as the Caliphate Route (Luque) or the Wine
Route (Lucena).

GEOLOGY, HISTORY AND NATURE: LA CUEVA
DE LOS MURCIELAGOS (THE BAT CAVE)

The impact of water on the limestone rock that makes
up the Sierra Subbética shaped myriad formations of
considerable geological importance, including caves.
Among all the caves in this mountain range, the Cueva
de los Murciélagos or Bat Cave, located in Zuheros and
an essential stop for any visitor taking the nature t

is undoubtedly the most special. Its origins go back to
the collapse of a large slab of rock, giving rise to a fissu-
re through which water flowed, creating underground
lakes and many striking limestone formations such as
stalactites and stalagmites. This site is not only interes-
ting on account of its geological beauty; it also features
an important Neolithic archaeological site featuring a
burial site. The cave was inhabited by Neanderthals and
later by the first men to populate the area, as demons-
trated by the flint arrowheads and remains of vessels
and utensils carved from bone along with other perso-
nal effects, remains of food and several cave pa

Z¥_ Detail of thelandscape near Zuheros
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